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MARYLAND HIGHER
EDUCATION COMMISSION
STUDENT TRANSFER
POLICIES & COMAR TITLE 13B
Authorization
These Student Transfer Policies, as adopted by the Maryland Higher
Education Commission on December 4,1995, shall be effective and
applicable to students first enrolling in Maryland public post-secondary
educational institutions in Fall 1996, and thereafter.

Applicability of Policies
These transfer policies and procedures apply to admission, credit
transfer, program articulation, and related matters for undergraduate
students who wish to transfer between Maryland public colleges
and universities. The Maryland Higher Education Commission also
recommends them to Maryland independent institutions.

Rationale
A major premise of the Maryland public higher education system is
that a student should be able to progress from one segment of higher
education to another without loss of time or unnecessary duplication
of effort. The Maryland Higher Education Commission's objective is to
ensure that students who intend to complete a baccalaureate degree and
who begin their work at a community college, are able to move toward
the completion of that degree by transferring to a baccalaureate degree-
granting institution without loss of credit or unnecessary duplication of
course content. At the same time, the Commission recognizes that some
students change their educational objectives as they progress in their
studies, indeed, sometimes because their students expose them to new
ideas and possibilities. These students should also be able to complete
their general education courses and have them transfer without loss of
credit.

One means of accomplishing this objective is through the development of
recommended transfer programs between two- and four-year institutions.
A recommended transfer program, developed by careful planning
and agreement between specific two- and four-year institutions, is
that recommended sequences of courses which a student takes at a
community college will constitute the first two years of a baccalaureate
degree program at a Maryland public institution of higher education.

The Maryland Higher Education Commission recognizes that students
select institutions of higher education for a variety of reasons. These
policies also recognize that each Maryland public college or university
has a separate and distinct mission, and that each has the responsibility
to establish and maintain standards of expectations for courses,
programs, certificates, and degrees consistent with that mission.
Nevertheless, effective and efficient transfer of credits between and
among these institutions must occur within the larger context of the
statewide structure of baccalaureate and community college education.

Successful and harmonious articulation depends upon:

• Firm agreement that the needs of the student should be a primary
concern in developing articulation procedures, while maintaining the
integrity of educational programs;

• Establishment of clear and equitable policies to assure optimum
accessibility for transfer students with minimal loss of credits and
minimal duplication of course content;

• Mechanisms for evaluation and resolving difficulties students may
encounter in moving from one school to another;

•  Free and continuous communications among institutions;
•  Mutual respect for institutions and their missions;
• Adaptability, within a context of understanding that changes affect

not only the institution making changes but also the students and
institutions impacted by the changes;

• Free exchange of data among institutions;
• Timely exchange of information relative to students' progress.

The intended principal benefactor is the student, whose uninterrupted
progress toward a degree - based on successful academic performance
- is best served by the open exchange of current information about
programs, and is best protected by a clear transfer policy pertaining to
the public segments of higher education in Maryland.

The State's interests are similarly served through such a policy, which
results in the optimal use of its higher education resources by reducing
the costly duplication that results in the needless waste of the valuable
time and effort of Maryland students, faculty, and administration.

Institutional interests and missions are also protected by this
systematic approach, which permits them to incorporate into their
academic planning more accurate projections about the programmatic
backgrounds of transferring students.

In more specific ways this document's purpose is to:

• Define broad areas of agreement among the public two-year and four-
year institutions of higher education pertaining to facilitating the
transfer of students within these segments;

• Provide a mechanism for continuous evaluation of programs, policies,
procedures, and relationships affecting transfer of students;

• Provide such revisions as are needed to promote the academic
success and general well-being of the transfer student;

• Provide a system of appeals beginning on the campus level to resolve
difficulties that students experience in transfer.

While policies and procedures can be established which facilitate the
transfer of students, it is the responsibility of the student, as the principal
in the process, to know and follow the procedures defined.
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COMAR 13B.06.02.13 (https://
nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A
%2F%2Fdsd.maryland.gov%2Fregulations%2FPages
%2F13B.06.02.13.aspx&data=05%7C01%7CEPeterson
%40frederick.edu
%7Ce37e83c0793545d6ef7708db315173f6%7C8b7032fb3317485cbf225da314cf4762%7C0%7C0%7C638157998141198097%7CUnknown
%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D
%7C3000%7C%7C
%7C&sdata=v2GStoZYJvcZ8NuMREkZtUwvY6Oaws
%2BpcXIc6bQjXjk%3D&reserved=0) (Program Transfer Agreements)

COMAR 13B.06.02.14 (https://
nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A
%2F%2Fdsd.maryland.gov%2Fregulations%2FPages
%2F13B.06.02.14.aspx&data=05%7C01%7CEPeterson
%40frederick.edu
%7Ce37e83c0793545d6ef7708db315173f6%7C8b7032fb3317485cbf225da314cf4762%7C0%7C0%7C638157998141198097%7CUnknown
%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D
%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HQ2L5%2F
%2FfhR2Dc4Cu3WDGu846DL9kEMFK0RMIeCc%2B%2BGc
%3D&reserved=0) (Evaluation and Review Process for Transfer of
Courses and Credits)
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