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PRACTICAL NURSING
CERTIFICATE
Award: Certificate in Practical Nursing 
No. of credits required: 41 credits  
For more information: Visit http://www.harford.edu/academics/
programs-courses/nursing.php or contact the Program Coordinator,
Stephanie Watkins, 443-412-2385, stwatkins@harford.edu; or Admissions,
443-412-2109.

Program Description
The Practical Nursing certificate program is a 12 month, 41-credit
certificate program designed to provide both theory and clinical
experience in nursing in which students learn to work as members
of the health care team under the supervision of the registered
nurse and to assist other licensed health care professionals.  The
certificate prepares students for the licensure examination for practical
nurses, and graduates of the program are eligible to take the National
Council Licensure Examination for Practical Nurses (NCLEX-PN). The
program also provides opportunities to plan for career mobility through
articulation with Harford Community College’s associate degree nursing
program as well as other associate degree nursing programs in the
state of Maryland. The Practical Nursing Certificate Nursing Program is
approved by the Maryland Board of Nursing.

Program Goals
With the guidance of the Mission, Philosophy & Core Concepts, the
graduate of the Practical Nursing Certificate Program at Harford
Community College will:

1. Practice nursing in a caring manner.
2. Collaborate with clients and other members of the health-care team.
3. Use the nursing process to contribute to the development of the

nursing plan of care.
4. Demonstrate professional performance within legal, ethical, and

regulatory standards of the Practical Nurse.
5. Under the supervision of the Registered Nurse, use safe practices and

processes to promote high quality outcomes.

Selected Admission
The Practical Nursing Certificate Program is a selective admission
program. Registration for all Practical Nursing courses (courses that
start with PN) requires selective admission based on specific program
admission requirements.

Practical Nursing Certificate Admission
Requirements
Registration for all clinical courses requires selective admission based on
specific program admission requirements.

1. Complete and submit an HCC enrollment application, if not a current
student. 

2. Complete and submit a PN Certificate application and official
transcripts, either printed by the issuing institution within the
last 12 months prior to application and delivered to Records and
Registration or submitted electronically by the transfer school to
transcripts@harford.edu by September 15 for admission to spring

class. Transcripts through Parchment and the National Student
Clearinghouse are acceptable, however, transcripts older than 12
months will not be accepted. 

3. A minimum score of 58.7 on the Test of Essential Academic Skills
(TEAS) is a requirement for admission to the HCC Nursing Program.
Students who have tested at other schools or locations can request
to have their TEAS scores sent to Harford Community College for
a fee. The request should be made no later than 5 days prior to the
application deadline to ensure the scores will be received at HCC by
the deadline. TEAS scores are valid for two (2) years only.  Students
are able to test and retest up to three times within a year period.

4. To meet the math requirement to qualify for the nursing program,
students must do one of the following:

• Receive a qualifying score on the HCC math assessment test
(score valid for 2 years), or

• Achieve a 530 score on SAT mathematics or an ACT score of 21
or higher (both SAT and ACT scores valid for two years), or

• Complete the highest transitional math course at HCC (MATH 025
(https://catalog.harford.edu/search/?search=MATH+025), MATH
026 (https://catalog.harford.edu/search/?search=MATH
+026) or MATH 027 (https://catalog.harford.edu/search/?
search=MATH+027)), or

• Complete a college-level general education math course (MATH
101 (https://catalog.harford.edu/search/?search=MATH
+101), MATH 102 (https://catalog.harford.edu/search/?
search=MATH+102), MATH 216 (https://catalog.harford.edu/
search/?search=MATH+216), etc.)

5. Complete a minimum of 10 college credits which include:
Code Title Credits
BIO 203 Anatomy and Physiology I (GL) 1 4
ENG 101 English Composition (GE) 1 3
PSY 101 General Psychology (GB) 3

Total Credits 10

1 A grade of C or better must be earned in these courses.

6. Must achieve a grade point average (GPA) of 2.50 or higher on the
non-nursing courses applicable to the Practical Nursing Certificate
program.

7. Meet the essential technical standards that include physical abilities
and behavioral and professional characteristics necessary for the
student to successfully complete the program.

The program is highly competitive and completion of the admission
criteria may not result in admission to the program.

Once a student is admitted into the Practical Nursing Program, the
student must complete mandatory education and clinical documents
prescribed by the clinical facility.

1. Submit documentation of physical examination, required tests, and
immunizations, a copy of the front and back of the American Heart
Association Healthcare Provider CPR/BLS certification card, and
a copy of the front and back of your health insurance card upon
admission to the program through an approved vendor.

2. Documents should be submitted to the approved vendor by the
specified date; without the required documentation, the student is not
allowed to participate in the clinical portion of the nursing program.
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3. Notify the Director for Nursing Education for any change in health
status.

Our clinical partners require students to meet the strictest health
requirements. For example, some clinical agencies may require additional
vaccinations, and all nursing program students will be expected to meet
that strict standard to facilitate flexibility in clinical placement within the
program.

Documentation of students’ pre-clinical health requirements must be by
an approved vendor by the designated deadline each semester. Failure
to submit pre-clinical health requirements by the program deadline
will result in a 15-point deduction on the professionalism rubric and an
unsatisfactory evaluation on the clinical evaluation tool and may result in
clinical failure.

• CPR certification is required and must be maintained throughout
enrollment in the nursing program. It must include both practical and
theoretical components. The required CPR certification is Healthcare
Provider CPR/BLS by the American Heart Association (offered at
Harford Community College).

• Health insurance is required for all of our Harford Community College
nursing students and must be maintained through enrollment in the
nursing program. Annual updates will be required by the approved
vendor.

• PPDs are an ANNUAL requirement and should be repeated prior to the
beginning of the semester during which they will expire. (Only 1-step
TB skin tests will be accepted)

• Seasonal flu immunization is required of all students and must be
updated every September. A waiver is available for students who have
a documented medical or religious reason.

• COVID immunization is required of all students for clinical placement
within the nursing program. A waiver is available and may be
submitted for review and approval for students who have a
documented medical or religious reason. Waiver requests must be
submitted by the designated due date. Clinical partners that accept
waivers are limited. Placements are not guaranteed.

All students will be required to obtain a criminal background check and
drug screen through an approved vendor upon admission to the nursing
program.

• Criminal background checks and/or drug screening are required by
affiliating clinical agencies and may have a fee involved.

• Clinical agency refusal to accept a student based on the results of a
background check or drug screen may impact the student’s ability to
complete the nursing program.

Employment Information
The Bureau of Labor Statistics (https://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/
licensed-practical-and-licensed-vocational-nurses.htm) (BLS) projects
growth for practical nurses as faster than average at 5%. BLS anticipates
a need for 34,900 additional practical nurses this decade.  The median
hourly wage of practical nurses in April 2022 was $26.26 per hour, and
the annual median pay was $54,620. The Maryland Department of Labor
(http://www.dllr.state.md.us/lmi/iandoproj/wias.shtml/) projects that
the annual growth rate for practical nurses in Harford County and the
surrounding area to be 0.8% with a ten-year growth rate of 8.1%.

Transfer Information
The program also provides opportunities to plan for career mobility
through articulation with Harford Community College’s associate degree
nursing program as well as other associate degree nursing programs in
the state of Maryland.

Certificate Requirements
In order to earn a certificate from Harford Community College, students
must demonstrate basic competencies in English, reading, and
mathematics by completing: ENG 018 Integrated Reading and Writing,
MATH 020 Pre-Algebra I, and/or a qualifying exam must be passed.

Practical Nursing Certificate
Requirements
Required Non-Clinical Courses
Code Title Credits
BIO 203 Anatomy and Physiology I (GL) 1,2 4
BIO 204 Anatomy and Physiology II (GL) 1 4
ENG 101 English Composition (GE) 1,2 3
PSY 101 General Psychology (GB) 2 3

Total Credits 14

1 A grade of C or better must be earned in these courses.
2 Students must successfully complete these courses to be considered

for admission to the Practical Nursing certificate program.

Required Practical Nursing Course Sequence
Code Title Credits
PN 101 Fundamentals of Practical Nursing 6
PN 103 Contemporary Practical Nursing 1
PN 107 Medical-Surgical Practical Nursing 1 6
PN 111 Mental Health Practical Nursing 3
PN 113 Maternal-Pediatric Practical Nursing 5
PN 117 Medical-Surgical Practical Nursing 2 6

Total Credits 27

 Recommended Course Sequence for a Four (4)
Semester Plan
Prerequisite Semester
Code Title Credits
BIO 203 Anatomy and Physiology I (GL) 1 4
PSY 101 General Psychology (GB) 3
ENG 101 English Composition (GE) 1 3

1 A grade of C or better must be earned in these courses. Students must
successfully complete these courses to be considered for admission to
the Practical Nursing certificate program.

First Semester Credits
PN 101 Fundamentals of Practical Nursing 6
PN 103 Contemporary Practical Nursing 1
BIO 204 Anatomy and Physiology II (GL) 4

  Credits 11
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Second Semester
PN 107 Medical-Surgical Practical Nursing 1 6
PN 111 Mental Health Practical Nursing 3

  Credits 9
Third Semester
PN 113 Maternal-Pediatric Practical Nursing 5
PN 117 Medical-Surgical Practical Nursing 2 6

  Credits 11

  Total Credits 31

1 The Practical Nursing certificate program has one semester of
prerequisite coursework. All prerequisite courses are general education
courses. Students must successfully complete these courses to be
considered for admission to the Practical Nursing certificate program.

2 A grade of C or better must be earned in these courses.


